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Crosley and Dehmlow 
defeated by 56 votes
Annabelle Blair
Contributor
The results are in: junior Joshua Clem-
ent will serve as the 2018–2019 student 
body president (SBP), and junior Julia 
Noonan as the student body vice pres-
ident (SBVP). The candidates defeated 
running mates juniors Abby Crosley 
and Nate Dehmlow by 56 votes.
“We have the utmost respect for the 
other candidates for simply having the 
courage that it takes to run for this po-
sition,” Clement and Noonan said. “We 
are confident that this won’t prevent 
them from making a profound differ-
ence on this campus in the future.”
With 604 total votes, Clement and 
Noonan received 330, and Crosley and 
Dehmlow received 274.
Crosley and Dehmlow thanked 
their supporters and said they appre-
ciated the opportunity to learn about 
themselves and Taylor throughout the 
campaign process. “Congratulations 
to Josh and Julia — we admire their 
hearts for campus and look forward 
to seeing them develop their plat-
form!” Crosley and Dehmlow said.
Clement said his journey toward 
running for SBP began when he was 
asked to serve on executive cabinet 
last year. Both he and Noonan agreed 
that they are very grateful the stu-
dent body has chosen them to hold 
this position.
Photograph provided by Rae Kinsel
Clement and Noonan elected 
SBP and SBVP for 2018–19
Oh Hello there
The Oh Hellos rock 
band comes to campus 
Emily Rachelle Russell
Staff Writer
Folk rock musicians The Oh Hellos will 
perform in concert in Rediger Audi-
torium at 8 p.m. on Sunday, March 4.
The concert was organized by 
Mainstage, a Taylor student organiza-
tion that plans dances and concerts 
on campus. Their goal is to bring peo-
ple together with shared experiences 
that build relationships. Joshua Clem-
ent, president of Mainstage, hopes 
students find fun and joy during the 
concert and are able to have deeper 
conversations afterwards.
While several music groups were 
considered for concerts on campus, 
The Oh Hellos were chosen for a num-
ber of reasons. According to Clement, 
a survey of student interest showed 
the folk rock band at the top of the 
results, and Mainstage’s graduate as-
sistant Sara Bretz had enjoyed seeing 
them perform before.
“They combine really meaning-
ful lyrics . . . with (a) really exciting 
performance,” Clement said. “They 
combine a depth for people who 
are interested in really reading into 
songs, as well as an excitement for 
people who are just coming to the 
event to have a good time.”
According to junior Alex Francis, 
a member of Mainstage, the Main-
stage team has been contacting the 
band manager to coordinate with 
Juniors Joshua Clement, 2018–19 SBP, and Julia Noonan, 2018–19 SBVP, ran to  
promote relationship formation and growth on campus for Taylor students.





The Oh Hellos will play a concert at Taylor on Sunday, March 4 in Rediger Auditorium.








Avery Boxell ’17 and Sarah Smith ’17, 
two Taylor alumni, have achieved top 
10 Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 
exam cumulative scores in the state 
of Indiana.
“I have really grasped on to the idea 
that you may never be the smartest 
person in the room, but you can al-
ways be the most prepared person in 
the room," Boxell said. “And this is just 
what Taylor’s accounting program did 
for me. Being able to pass all four CPA 
exams in three months and to get one 
of the top ten scores in Indiana speaks 
to the excellence of the accounting 
program at Taylor University."
According to David Poucher, asso-
ciate professor of accounting, to be-
come licensed by a state as a CPA, there 
are usually four requirements: educa-
tion, examination, experience and 
ethics. Each state’s requirements dif-
fer, but all states utilize the CPA exam 
developed by the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants (AIC-
PA). Most states require a degree with 
150 semester credit hours to be eligible 
to sit for the exam. For more informa-
tion about the CPA exam, visit https://
nasba.org/education/becomingacpa/
whatistheuniformcpaexam/.
The CPA exam is a 16-hour, com-
puter-based test with four sections: 
auditing and attestation (AUD), busi-
ness environment and concepts (BEC), 
financial accounting and reporting 
(FAR) and regulation (REG). It is de-
signed to assess the knowledge and 
skills entry-level CPAs need to prac-
tice public accountancy.
“(I)t is a great achievement to pass 
the exam, and an even greater achieve-
ment to pass all four parts on the first 
attempt," Poucher said. “(Smith and 
Boxell) not only passed all four parts on 
their first attempt but scored in the top 
10 during 2017 for the state of Indiana.”
According to Poucher, the general 
passing rates on any individual section 
Two Taylor alumni place 








Sarah Smith ('17) scored in the 
top 10 on the Certified Public 
Accountant exam in Indiana.
Photograph provided by Teagan Studebaker
The Oh Hellos, reaching out to local 
news stations to advertise and co-
ordinating with the KSAC and local 
hotels to provide accommodations 
to band members. She believes the 
group is a good fit for the Taylor au-
dience; they are Christians but not in 
the Christian music genre, and they 
are well-loved on campus. Providing 
this concert is one way Mainstage is 
working to engage with what stu-
dents want.
Fellow junior and Mainstage mem-
ber Nate Dehmlow appreciates that 
The Oh Hellos’ sound can fit a variety 
of settings, from late nights studying 
to socializing with friends. He feels 
their work can reach a broad audi-
ence and is consistent with the folk 
style currently popular on campus.
“Music is something that kind of 
transcends a lot of the divisions that 
are felt on campus,” Dehmlow said. 
“It’s something that can bring the 
whole campus together.”
Students who want to hear The 
Oh Hellos’ music before the concert 
can find their work on Spotify, You-
Tube or their website (theohhellos.
com). Francis and Dehmlow love the 
song “Wormwood,” off the album 
“Dear Wormwood.”
Concert doors open at 7:15 p.m. 
Tickets will be sold online until Sat-
urday, March 3 at midnight, and cost 
$15 for Taylor students, $20 for faculty 
and $25 for general admission. Tick-
ets will also be available at the door 
with a $5 increase in prices.
echo@taylor.edu
of the exam is around 50 percent.
Boxell and Smith are both grateful 
with their achievement, and they attri-
bute a lot to their professors and hard 
work throughout college.
“Our primary accounting profes-
sor, Professor Poucher, pushed us to 
be prepared for the CPAs by ensuring 
we were on track for the 150 credits, 
having us do CPA research, and pro-
viding ample opportunity for help in-
side and outside the classroom,” Smith 
said. “By the time I graduated, I knew 
exactly what I needed to do and was 
well-prepared to pass."
echo@taylor.edu
“I think it’s really humbling in a 
way to know that the student body 
has picked you to represent them,” 
Clement said. “It’s kind of nervously 
exciting to know that next year we’ll 
represent more than ourselves.”
Voting took place online through 
the student portal on Wednesday 
from 12 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. The results 
were announced to candidates by cur-
rent seniors SBP Chin Ai Oh and SBVP 
Noah Nemni at 8:30 p.m. on Thursday.
Clement and Noonan ran on the 
premise of building and strength-
ening relationships on campus 
with their platform of creation 
and fortification.
“Taylor is made great by the people 
who make it up,” Clement and Noonan 
said in their platform, “And we want 
to create spaces that allow people to 
smile together as well as to have hard 
conversations with each other.”
Both Clement and Noonan are ju-
niors at Taylor; Clement is majoring 
in computer science and systems with 
minors in mathematics and physics, 
and Noonan is majoring in chemistry 
with a minor in mathematics. Clem-
ent is from Chiang Mai, Thailand, and 
Noonan is from Mount Vernon, Ohio.
Together, the pair has a wide range 
of experience serving within Taylor 
organizations, including the Office of 
Intercultural Programs, Taylor Stu-
dent Organizations, O-groups and 
Residence Life.
They decided to run for office be-
cause they identified room for growth 
in the ways students interact with 
each other and with administration.
“We love Taylor and will primarily 
be leaders who listen first, think sec-
ond and speak last in order to best 
represent students to the administra-
tion as well as the administration to 
the students,” Clement and Noonan 
said in their platform.
Clement and Noonan’s next steps 
include hiring their cabinet, and they 
welcomed students to apply for TSO. 
Applications are currently open and 
can be completed online at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/le-
adapp2018. Executive cabinet appli-
cations are due March 15.
Either Clement or Noonan will be 
attending a student government sum-






Israel and Palestine are cultural hubs for many religions.
Need  any  weekend  p lans?  Upcoming  l o ca l  even t s .









723 W. 4th St., Marion, Ind.
3/4 – Doors open  
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3/8 – 7 p.m.
Concert and Mental 
Health Q&A
Upland United  
Methodist Church
(L to R) Juniors Hannah Goebel and Jackie Hanson and  
sophomore Kelsea Denney promote the annual Envision Film Festival.
The personal account  
of a Palestinian Christian
Abigail Roberts
Contributor
Palestinian Arab Christians trace 
their history back to the day of Pen-
tecost. It may seem odd to see the 
words Arab and Christian side by 
side. Yet, today, over 160,000 Chris-
tians remain in Palestine/Israel, 
many of whom live in the occu-
pied West Bank, a contested land-
locked territory between the Jordan 
River and the state of Israel divid-
ed from Israel by a separation wall 
and fence.
A wide mix of Greek Orthodox, 
Catholics, Protestants and Evan-
gelicals, the bells of Palestinian 
churches mix with the Muslim call 
to prayer along the historic streets 
of Palestine. However, the existence 
of Palestinian Christians is under 
threat. Today, there remains only 
a fraction of Palestine’s pre-1948 
Christian population.
Daud (not real name for safety 
purposes) is a Palestinian Christian 
raised in Bethlehem. In 1948, Daud’s 
grandfather was killed as a Palestin-
ian civilian in the Israeli takeover. 
With seven young children, Daud’s 
grandmother was forced from her 
village home. Their family roots in 
the land date back to before the 
time of Christ. She sought refuge in 
Bethlehem with a cousin. Thankful-
ly, there was room in the inn, and 
Daud’s family has lived in Bethle-
hem ever since.
In opposition to the Israeli oc-
cupation of Palestinian land in the 
West Bank, as marked by the 1967 
peace agreement borders, Daud’s 
uncle began nonviolent peace 
movements. As a young boy, Daud 
quickly joined him.
“When I was 12 years old, my un-
cle organized a group of interna-
tionals, Israelis and Palestinians to 
plant olive trees on a Palestinian 
farmer’s land,” Daud said.
3/9 – 6–9 p.m.
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Envision brings students 
and film critics together
Annual three day film 
festival hosted on campus
Braden Ochs 
News Co-Editor
Hosted by Taylor’s Film & Media Pro-
duction program and Taylor’s Center 
for Faith, Film & Media, the Envision 
Film Festival is a three-day event in-
cluding workshops, film showings 
and an awards presentation for Tay-
lor student filmmakers. The festival 
goes from March 1–3, including a 
screening event open to the public 
on March 2.
“The festival is the highlight of the 
year for Taylor’s Film & Media Pro-
duction program, honoring what our 
alumni judges deemed the best work 
of the year in student filmmaking,” 
said Kathy Bruner, assistant profes-
sor of film and media production. 
“It’s always a joy for the faculty to cel-
ebrate our students’ achievements."
The Taylor film department is 
welcoming three guests for the fes-
tival. They will be featured in various 
workshops throughout the festival. 
The guests include Josh Larsen, Mike 
Edwards ’95 and Deb Oyer.
Larsen is the co-host of the WBEZ 
radio show and podcast “Filmspot-
ting,” as well as the author of the 
book “Movies are Prayers.” Edwards 
(’95) is the Emmy award-winning 
director of the PBS documenta-
ry “Searching for Augusta” and the 
owner of 5 Stones Media in Colum-
bus, Ohio. Joining him will be Joel 
Hammers, a cinematographer and 
gaffer who works regularly alongside 
Edwards. Oyer was the production 
coordinator on the NBC television 
show “Chicago P.D.” among others.
‘Well qualified to judge’
Dennis Hensley to judge 
for 2018 EPA contest
Braden Ochs
News Co-Editor
Dennis Hensley, professor of profes-
sional writing, has been chosen to 
serve as a 2018 judge for the annual 
Evangelical Press Association con-
test. Hensley will judge two catego-
ries this year: humor writing and 
student writing.
“The festival is also an amazing 
learning experience for our stu-
dents,” Bruner said. “Our special 
guests bring years of experience 
and share it so graciously with our 
students. This year we’re thrilled to 
have a well-known film critic as well 
as three exceptional professionals 
who make exceptional film, televi-
sion and video work.”
The festival also includes an 
awards ceremony highlighting the 
year’s best in Taylor student film-
making and showcasing the winner 
of the high school competition. Ac-
cording to Bruner, Taylor’s Film & 
Media Production program has won 
more than 250 external awards in the 
last ten years, including CINEs, Tel-
lys and four Crystal Pillars from the 
regional Emmy organization.
A few Taylor film students are a 
big part of the Envision planning 
process, including junior Jackie 
To provide background: Israelis 
use a process of land confiscation 
in which they apply a 19th century 
Ottoman land law. Israeli forces set 
up fences blocking Palestinian farm-
ers’ land, wait the appropriate num-
ber of years and claim the land for 
the state.
In opposition, Daud’s uncle assist-
ed Palestinian farmers by crossing 
the fences and farming their land.
“I had just begun to plant my olive 
tree when I heard the sound of Is-
raeli jeeps pulling up,” Daud said. “I 
kept planting my tree, but my hands 
were shaking. Suddenly the shad-
ow of a soldier fell from behind me, 
he reached over me and pulled out 
my newly planted olive tree. That 
was, for me, the decisive moment 
of my life.”
Daud has been working toward 
peace ever since. The peace efforts 
of those like Daud stand as a sign 
of hope in the conflict between Is-
rael and Palestine, yet they cannot 
stand alone.
“The future of Middle East Chris-
tians stands on how the church 
reacts,” said the founder of an or-
ganization in Palestine which pro-
motes reconciliation between 
Israelis and Palestinians.
Current Evangelical pro-Zionist 
movements are directly supporting 
the occupation force which daily ef-
fects Palestinian Christians. How of-
ten has the church in the West given 
notice to its brothers and sisters in 
the often sieged or curfewed city 
of Bethlehem?
The conflict in Palestine/Isra-
el is often painted as Jews fighting 
against extremist Muslims. Who is 
forgotten within this narrative? The 
Palestinian Christians of the land.
Daud encourages fellow Chris-
tians to keep in mind their dai-
ly reality.
When you pray for the peace of Je-
rusalem, do not forget the historic 
Christians who also call Palestine/
Israel home.
echo@taylor.edu
Introducing the 700-year-old 
Christians of the Holy Land
Hanson, co-producer and filmmak-
er for the festival.
“I'm excited for Envision because it 
will be the final step of the process we 
have been working on for the past few 
months,” Hanson said. “Taylor stu-
dents who are not in the major get 
the chance to experience their film-
maker classmates' passions and tal-
ents which, I think, is one of the best 
things about Envision. We, filmmak-
ers, get the chance to share our pas-
sions with those who are there. It's 
truly been a humbling opportunity; 
I'm ready for the screening tonight.”
The community is warmly wel-
comed to today’s screening event at 
7 p.m. in Rediger Auditorium. Tick-
ets are available at the door. Ticket 
prices are $3 for Taylor I.D. cards and 




The Evangelical Press Associa-
tion (EPA) is a professional organi-
zation of Christian print and digital 
publications including magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters and con-
tent-rich websites. According to 
EPA’s website, EPA is the world’s 
largest professional organization 
for the Evangelical periodical pub-
lishing industry.
The EPA contest has been holding 
an awards contest since 1954. The 
contest oversees 41 writing, design 
and digital categories, and for 2018, 
the contest had 1,064 entries from 
among 106 contestants.
“It’s an honor to be chosen to judge 
for EPA, it truly is,” Hensley said. “It 
pays minimal, but the idea is that you 
are contributing to something great-
er, and I appreciate that.”
Hensley enjoys contributing to the 
writings of Christian writers all over 
the nation. He not only judges them, 
but he offers critiques and suggestions 
on how to make their writings better.
Lamar Keener, executive director of 
the EPA since 2015, manages the logis-
tics of the contest, and he selects the 
judges from a large roster of potential 
qualified judges.
“Dr. Hensley is well qualified to 
judge writing entries in the EPA con-
test,” Keener said.
According to Keener’s records, 
Hensley started judging for EPA in 
2004. This year marks his 12th time 
judging. Keener first met Hensley 
when Keener was the publisher of a 
Christian newspaper in 2009. From 
2009 to 2013, Hensley periodically 
placed ads for Taylor’s writing pro-
gram in Keener’s newspaper.
Hensley has contributed a lot of 
time with EPA. He is thorough with 
his judging and makes sure writers 
know everything they can improve 
on, so that when they participate next 
year, they have a better chance at win-
ning. Hensley judges different catego-
ries each year he is a judge, so he can 
experience different writers and dif-
ferent writing styles.
“By every year taking a different 
category, I am exposing myself to a lot 
of Christian publications, a lot of dif-
ferent, good Christian writers, and I’m 
also able to contribute to their devel-
opment,” Hensley said. “I think it’s just 
a worthwhile thing for me overall.”
According to Keener, judging for 
the contest is done through a digi-
tal contest platform. All entries are 
viewed and scored online. The awards 
are presented during the annual EPA 
convention held in early April each 
year. This year, the convention will be 
held in Orlando, Florida, on April 4–6.
Each year, the EPA contest opens 
in mid-November for entries, and the 
deadline is in early January. The as-
signed judges critique the submissions 
and choose the winners from mid-Jan-
uary to the end of February. For more 
information about EPA, visit www.
evangelicalpress.com/contest/.
echo@taylor.edu
Dennis Hensley, professor of professional writing, was chosen  
by the Evangelical Press Association to judge the 2018 EPA contest.
“By every year taking a different category, I am 
exposing myself to a lot of Christian publications, a 
lot of different, good Christian writers, and I’m also 
able to contribute to their development.”






spend a month at Taylor
Becca Eis
Features Editor
Each January, Taylor students trav-
el around the world to experience 
different cultures. But what does it 
look like when students study abroad 
in Upland?
Taylor University’s Discover pro-
gram invites a select group of stu-
dents from Universidad del Azuay 
in Cuenca, Ecuador, to our cam-
pus for a month. The past three 
weeks, these students have lived in 
dorms, taken classes taught in En-
glish, attended chapel and enjoyed 
interacting with Taylor students 
across campus.
Each of the seven students had their 
own motivations in coming here, in-
cluding improving their English, ex-
periencing college in the U.S. and 
meeting new people.
“I have friends that study here 
and they told me every day that I 
need to come because it's a really 
nice experience,” said junior Gabri-
ela Serrano.
The application process involved 
filling out forms, taking an En-
glish test and being interviewed. 
Finally, each student and their 
parents were invited to a meet-
ing where they found out they had 
been accepted.
Though their college is small, the 
seven students met for the first time 
in the airport. On their campus in 
Ecuador, each major has its own 
designated building. The group of 
students here represent a variety of 
majors, including communication, 
engineering, biology and interna-
tional studies.
All of the students had been to 
various parts of the U.S. before, in-
cluding Florida, New York and Chi-
cago, but had never attended college 
classes in the U.S. Back home, most 
of the students live with their fam-
ilies, so living in a dorm was a new 
experience for them. However, they 
have enjoyed their newfound free-
dom and independence, as well as 
the opportunity to spend more time 
with their new friends. The stu-
dents also have especially enjoyed 
chapel, as it differs from what they 
have experienced in their Catho-
lic background.
“I have learned a lot about living in 
community, and how it feels to live 
in the campus and share daily life 
with the people,” said junior Christi-
na Lalama. “All the things they are do-
ing with love, one feels, so continuing 
doing that.”
"I have friends that study here 
and they told me every day that 
I need to come because it's a 
really nice experience," said 
junior Gabriela Serrano.
Like any other study abroad 
student, the Ecuadorians have 
encountered challenges during 
their time here. Many of their 
initial fears were linked to the 
language barrier and the travel 
involved. They also have found 
the dining schedule difficult to 
adjust to. Others have experi-
enced homesickness.
The students will return home 
on March 10, but are grateful for 
their time here and are already an-
ticipating missing the people they 
have become so close to. They en-
courage Taylor students to visit Ec-
uador and experience their culture.
“Every day we pass, everything and 
everyone make us feel like we don’t 
want to go back,” said sophomore 
Daniel Delgado.
echo@taylor.edu
Two professors formed 
ties with Billy Graham
Katie O'Connor
Online Co-Editor
News of the Rev. Billy Graham’s 
death sparked emotional respons-
es worldwide last week, but hus-
band and wife Alan Winquist and 
Jessica Rousselow-Winquist, re-
tired professors of history and 
communication respectively, hold 
personal connections to him.
Widely regarded as the nation’s 
pastor, Graham poured himself 
into organizing over 400 cru-
sades leading thousands in com-
mitting their lives to Christ; the 
Rev. gave and received love ex-
tensively. It was through their re-
spective positions with the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association 
(BGEA) years ago, that Winquist 
and Rousselow-Winquist had the 
unique opportunity to personally 
know Graham.
For Rousselow-Winqui st ,  i t 
was a job hunt her freshman 
year of college that led her to 
the headquarters of the BGEA . 
When a new crusade began in 
the Minnesota area where Rous-
selow-Winqui st  att ended th e 
University of Northwestern, it 
was the BGE A’s  policy to hire 
part-time workers to deal with 
the inf lux of  mail  that would 
in evitably  com e in .  In an ef-
fort to find any job other than 
housekeeping to pay for her col-
lege education, Rousselow-Win-
quist accepted a role recording 
mailed-in donations by way of 
typing receipts.
“All donations, even if they were 
a dollar, were receipted (with a 
‘thank you’),” Rousselow-Winquist 
said. “No one was not recognized.”
Just a few steps away from where 
Rousselow-Winquist typed re-
ceipts, there was another group 
of women working. These women 
would receive big folders full of let-
ters as well, but their task differed 
from that of Rousselow-Winquist’s; 
the letters they received didn’t con-
tain donations. The women still 
read and prayed over each letter 
they received.
The building was packed with 
four floors of employees all driv-
en by the same goal: to create 
and maintain connections with 
the community of people who at-
tended the Billy Graham crusades 
and who donated to the organiza-
tion. Graham’s authenticity and 
unique leadership of the associ-
ation shone brightly through the 
workplace environment fostered 
at the headquarters.
“It was an impressive place,” 
Rousselow-Winquist said. “I be-
lieve Graham really did want to 
change the ethos of televangelists; 
they did things differently.”
On the East coast, Winquist 
got his own taste of the Bil ly 
Graham crusades. In May 1957, a 
crusade began, this time in New 
York City.
Winquist’s church went “gung-
ho” for the crusades and got heav-
ily involved in the festivities. 
The events radiated energy, and 
Winquist remembers he and his 
family getting swept up in all 
the excitement.
 “It was very electric in New 
York; I mean everyone was talking 
about it,” Winquist said, a grin 
stretching across his face.  “I 
joined the choir, and I don’t sing, 
but I joined!”
The New York crusade swelled 
with 20,000 people in Madison 
Square Garden every night, with 
Winquist as a regular attendee. 
With tremendous press coverage 
and overflowing energy, the cru-
sade, originally intended to last 
three weeks, ended up getting ex-
tended four months’ time.
"It was very electric in New 
York; I mean everyone was 
talking about it," Winquist 
said. "I joined the choir, and 
I don't sing, but I joined!"
From Yankee Stadium to Times 
Square, thrilling rallies popped 
up all over the city. It was on a 
ferry boat ride to the Staten Is-
land rally that Winquist met Gra-
ham himself.
“I got his autograph; it was a big 
deal for me,” Winquist said through 
a chuckle.
Winquist went on to convey 
his powerful experiences at the 
crusades, which ended up influenc-
ing his decision to attend Graham’s 
alma mater, Wheaton College, to 
obtain his undergraduate degree.
One of the things Winquist ad-
mired most about Graham was 
his insistence on preaching to ra-
cially integrated audiences, which 
was an especially significant en-
deavor given the recent onset of 
the Civil Rights movement at the 
time. In one instance, Graham re-
fused to crusade in South Africa 
unless blacks and whites could sit 
together. Winquist illustrated Gra-
ham’s persistence and confidence 
with this breakthrough of integrat-
ed audiences in South Africa.
Dubbed the nation’s pastor for 
his counsel to presidents and 
people of all backgrounds, Gra-
ham’s impact worldwide will not 
soon fade.
“It’s the end of an era,” Winquist 
said. “I don’t think we’re going to 
see anyone quite like Billy Gra-
ham anymore.
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Alan Winquist
Creating connections through crusades
(L to R) Sophomore Doménica Fartán, junior Gabriela Serrano, sophomore Daniel Delgado, senior 
Cristina Aluarado, sophomore Carla Saimiento, senior María José Correa and junior Cristina Lalama 
have all experienced U.S. culture through the lens of Taylor students the past three weeks.
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“I have learned a lot about living in 
community, and how it feels to live in the 
campus and share daily life with the people.”
Campus community spans cultural borders
 Photograph provided by Alan Winquist
Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer
Billy Graham Crusades were held all over New York City,  
from Wall street to Yankee Stadium to Times Square. 
Campus community spans cultural borders 
Retired professor Alan Winquist attended many crusade  
services at Madison Square Garden, and even sang in the choir.
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Check out Cammack 
Station in Muncie, Indiana
Chrysa Keenon
Managing Editor 
of Process & Systems
Missing the good old days filled with 
milkshakes, jukeboxes and home-
made burgers that are so greasy 
they make your stomach hurt? Even 
though we might not have actual-
ly lived through any of those days, 
Cammack Station gives off the atmo-
sphere of stepping back through time.
Cammack Station is a hometown 
pit stop similar in style to Ivanhoe’s. 
Once an order is placed, you can pick 
anywhere you want in the restaurant 
to sit while your food is being made. 
The walls are covered in antiques and 
memorabilia from when the shop was 
originally opened in the ’30s. Do not 
forget to look up, because there’s dec-
orations posted on the ceilings, too!
There is an extensive menu of bas-
kets, which involve both a large vari-
ety of burgers and other sandwiches. 
For every burger, you get the choice 
of having it be made on a regular 
bun or Texas Toast — do not think 
too much about the carbs, just go for 
what tastes best! Feeling nostalgic for 
a certain windy city? There is even a 
speciality hot dog section made in 
Chicago styles. Not sure what ex-
actly to order because it all looks so 
good? The cashiers will happily of-
fer their recommendations to what 
tastes best, and who better to trust 
than the experts crafting your meal.
Be sure to save room for dessert! 
This place has incredible sundaes and 
ice cream. There are even a few sodas 
you can try that are uniquely made 
for dessert — such as Marshmallow 
Coke! The options for curving a sweet 
tooth are endless.
Overall pros: Every meal is original 
and unlike anything your taste buds 
have ever had. It does not hurt your 
wallet, either — most baskets range 
in about the $7.40 price range. But be 
careful not to blow your bank account 
on the ice cream!
Overall cons: This place is out in 
the middle of nowhere. Located at 
9200 W Jackson St., Muncie, Indiana, 
it is easy to get turned around when 
searching. The restaurant is open 
Wednesday through Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., so if you are making a 






Life & Times Co-Editor
With a plethora of speakers that 
tackled subjects such as social jus-
tice, feminism and homosexuality 
from the perspective of a Christian 
leadership standpoint, Taylor's an-
nual National Student Leadership 
Conference (NSLC) offered opportu-
nities for students to engage through 
keynote speeches, breakout groups 
and panels.
From Friday, Feb. 23 to Satur-
day, Feb. 24, students gathered 
throughout the LaRita Boren Cam-
pus Center and Rediger Auditorium 
to hear insight from eight differ-
ent speakers. Sarah Bessey, Micah 
Bournes, Alan Briggs, Austin Chan-
ning Brown, Jesse Eubanks, Nicole 
Baker Fulgham, Matthew Franklin 
Jones and Kim Phipps each graced 
the stage.
Since 1982, Taylor has held the 
conference, each year bringing in 
a group of influential speakers in 
hopes of challenging student leaders 
in perspectives and assumptions that 
impact aspects of their leadership.
“We live in a unique climate, and 
the way we lead well is by staying 
curious and relevant by engaging 
with these conversations head on,” 
said Leadership Programs cabinet 
member and junior Carissa Zaffiro. 
“I think the conference certainly ac-
complished that, as well as gave stu-
dents tangible ways to lead now and 
in the future.”
Generally, planning for NSLC be-
gins the May prior to the school year. 
President of Leadership Programs 
senior Sarah Manko along with Sara 
Bretz, one of the graduate assistants 
within the Taylor Student Organiza-
tion, had worked since last spring, 
over the summer and throughout 
the school year alongside the Lead-
ership Programs cabinet to plan 
the conference.
“The purpose of NSLC is to create 
a safe space for leaders to confront 
and discuss issues facing our world 
from a Christ-centered, (biblical) 
framework,” Manko said. 
The theme for the conference this 
year was “Gather,” which the cabi-
net’s web page described as “bring-
ing many different people together 
– to share ideas, questions, and sto-
ries that provoke thought, challenge 
assumptions, and encourage us to 
grow as Christ followers and lead-
ers in our spheres of influence.”
Zaffiro said the conference was 
successful in bringing forth diverse 
topics in a communicable, inten-
tional way. Students were able to 
have open discussion with one an-
other and ask specific questions to 
speakers in the times apart from key-
notes speeches.
Junior and cabinet member Lydia 
Mooney said that the speakers did 
a great job engaging with students 
and being willing to interact in an 
open, thoughtful way with hard 
topics. 
“There was so much beauty, love 
and intersectionality between speak-
ers as they talked not of social jus-
tice, but of the triumph of good over 
evil and the beauty that comes from 
self care and centering yourself in 
God's love and your own history,” 
Zaffiro said.
echo@taylor.edu




The apostle Paul used athletic ref-
erences throughout his letters in 
passages like 2 Timothy 4:7 and 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27. A few students 
are likewise trying to use athletics 
for discipleship on Taylor’s campus 
through the campus chapter of Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes (FCA).
Senior Christian Allen started 
Taylor’s FCA chapter last spring af-
ter he transferred to Taylor and dis-
covered that Taylor did not already 
have their own chapter. He decided 
to meet the need himself.
“When I came to Taylor, I was sur-
prised that we did not have an FCA 
here originally,” Allen said. We had 
one three years back that ended up 
stopping after the senior who start-
ed it graduated. My heart was for 
FCA. I started at the university that 
I came from. When I came here, it 
wasn’t here. . . . I made it my goal to 
start it up.”
However, it is not only Allen who 
leads FCA. He is joined by leaders 
from several other Taylor sports 
teams, such as juniors Bailey Zehr 
and Addy Bailey, members of the 
women’s soccer and volleyball 
teams, respectively.
As a club, one of their main ob-
jectives is to bring a stronger sense 
of community among all of Taylor’s 
athletes. They believe individu-
al teams have strong connections, 
but inter-team relationships could 
be improved. Sophomore Pat Mc-
Namara, a member of Taylor’s men’s 
basketball team, agrees intra-team 
relationships are much stronger, 
but believes there are strong con-
nections between all athletes.
“ I ’m  d e f i n it e ly  w ay  m o re 
connected to my team than to other 
athletes," McNamara said. ". . . But, 
automatically you just relate to oth-
er (athletes) because you see them 
around a lot.”
Allen believes FCA has so far ac-
complished this purpose, one sign 
being athletes from various sports 
sit with one another at meals in the 
Hodson Dining Commons.
However, FCA is not exclusively 
for varsity student-athletes. Rather, 
it is a club open to all who have ath-
letic interests because they believe 
that everyone is an athlete. The 
club’s goal is to provide a place for 
individuals to bond over a common 
interest and disciple one another.
“It’s open to anyone who is a cur-
rent athlete, used to play sports or 
likes to watch sports,” Bailey said.
Each weekly meeting opens with 
an icebreaker game. After this there 
is a 15 minute sermon from one of 
the club leaders or a guest speak-
er. The chapter’s theme for this se-
mester is “focus,” and each sermon 
concentrates on a different biblical 
aspect of “focus.” Following the ser-
mon, the meeting divides into small 
groups for prayer. The last meet-
ing of each month includes a wor-
ship service.
FCA meetings happen every 
Thursday evening in the Jacobsen 
II Garage Room on the second floor 
of the LaRita Boren Campus Center 
at 8:30 p.m. They are also planning 
a campus-wide game of glow-in-
the-dark capture the flag later in 
the spring.
echo@taylor.edu
Students steward athletics for discipleship
Junior Bailey Zehr displays the balance between faith and sports.
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Students “Gather” to engage in conversation
Cammack Station is a hidden gem in Muncie, Indiana.
foody     fix
(L to R) Speakers Austin Channing Brown, Sarah Bessey, Micah Bournes and  
Matthew Franklin Jones participate in a panel to discuss controversial topics.
The theme for National Student Leadership 
Conference this year was “Gather.”
Passionate about racial justice and 
reconciliation, speaker and author 
Austin Channing Brown calls students 
to stand against corruption.
Love Thy Neighborhood Founder 
and Executive Director Jesse Eubanks 











Director. Mentor. Mother. Creator. 
Professor.
These are just a few words that de-
scribe Tracy Manning, Taylor Uni-
versity’s director of theatre, co-chair 
and assistant professor of depart-
ment of music, theatre and dance. 
From teaching acting theories, to 
long nights of rehearsals and attend-
ing her own children’s events, a day 
in the life of Tracy Manning can easi-
ly be described as busy, but fulfilling.
During the day, she teaches a full 
load of classes and fills the learning 
tool boxes of many students. 
“As director of theatre, I consider 
what’s the season?” Manning said.
She works through curriculum 
guides to teach acting theories and 
plans the productions for the year. To 
plan a year of productions is to con-
sider many factors beyond the theatre 
department. Manning considers how 
plays meet mission and educational 
goals of Taylor, cost and how does 
each play cater to the audience.
Manning knows what the theatre 
department does is not small or quiet. 
Theatre reaches to a broader audience. 
She considers how the the Taylor com-
munity will respond to a production 
and what type of production is needed 
and honors the community. She does 
this by presenting productions of a va-
riety of time periods and genre. She be-
lieves that plays need to have breadth.
“The human experience is compli-
cated and big and broad,” Manning 
said in response to not choosing plays 
that only leave the audience feeling 
happy and entertained. “There isn’t 
any person or any story that is one 
thing. What I mean by that, is even if 
the story has elements to it — or cir-
cumstances within it that makes me 
sad — that’s not the only thing I’m go-
ing to feel when I’m in the room with 
it. I’m going to feel other things, too, 
because nothing is one thing.”
Through these considerations and 
hard work, the department has ex-
plored productions that push audienc-
es to think and engage in conversation 
about. The department has also earned 
acknowledgement of awards on nation-
al level and recognitions with these ex-
plorations of various works.
Not only does she work with stu-
dents on campus, but she does work 
off-campus by recruiting for the de-
partment, visiting high school plays 
and attending conferences.
When asked how she manages to 
do all that, Manning acknowledges 
that she has a larger capacity to take 
on more.
“There are times when I am real-
ly busy and no doubt, I work a lot,” 
Manning said. “I do, I work a lot. But 
I also go to my children’s basketball 
games and I go to cross country meets 
and I go to plays that my children are 
in at Eastbrook and I go to church and 
I teach Sunday school. I have a life. I 
don’t feel like my work life is so busy 
that it is devoid of anything else. I’m 
also doing what I love.”
When she meets with prospec-
tive students, Manning understands 
wanting to be practical when choos-
ing which area of study to pursue. 
However, Manning is a firm believ-
er in following and working with the 
gifts of what God has given each of 
person. She advises students to pur-
sue what they love and know and 
trust that God will provide.
To risk a lot and to be brave in the 
face of fear is what Manning says is 
the attitude willingness of students 
participating in the department. 
“This is a place you can fail and 
we’ll get up together,” Manning said. 
Manning enjoys watching the stu-
dents she has worked with prosper and 
fulfill their roles in theatre. Her previous 
students are in different areas around 
the country acting, teaching theatre 
and working with theatre, all putting 
to use the skills and lessons that they 
had learned alongside her at Taylor.
echo@taylor.edu
“I looked over to my left where the wind was 
blowing from, and I said, ‘stop,’” Farrell said. 
“And the wind just stopped.”
Humans of Taylor U
@jvriez
follow your dreams, kids!!!
@thirdnorthengi
took way too long to decide which picture to post.
March 2, 2018
Imagine spending a week sailing in 
the Caribbean, learning about God 
and what it means to be uncomfort-
able. This was what freshman Josh 
Farrell experienced months after 
graduating high school.
With ministry group Expedition 
61, Farrell flew to the Caribbean and 
boarded the 52-foot Catamaran sail-
boat. Late on the second night, with 
the boat anchored at the island St. 
Martin, the group participated in a 
time called “sacred silence.” It be-
gan with worship and teaching, and 
ended with a time of silent reflec-
tion, journaling and praying. With 
the lights and engine of the boat 
turned off, the group began the time 
of silence.
Farrell sat up on a wooden plat-
form on the starboard side, with his 
legs hanging through the rails, above 
the water. The moment was still, but 
while he was journaling, the wind 
began to pick up unexpectedly, be-
coming colder than it should’ve been 
for the Caribbean. As the wind blew 
harder, the pages of Farrell’s journal 
started flipping, and he could no lon-
ger write.
“So then, I looked over to my left 
where the wind was blowing from, 
and I said, ‘stop,’” Farrell said. “And 
the wind just stopped.”
He could still hear the wind blow-
ing around him, but he was in still-
ness once again. Thinking about 
what had just happened with the 
wind, he again began journaling.
In a second instant, his pen ran out 
of ink. He remembered he had extra 
pens in his room, but he didn’t want 
to get up and disturb everyone else, 
so he looked at the pen, said “no,” 
and kept writing. The ink immedi-
ately came back.
While writing about the wind, the 
pen and the rest of that day, he was 
interrupted a third time.
“While I was journaling, I started 
to feel the wind coming again,” Farrell 
said. “I was confident now, so I was 
like, ‘no, stop,’ because I didn’t want 
to deal with the wind again.”
But the wind came even stronger, 
more than he had felt before. The 
pages of his journal weren’t flipping 
this time, though, and he felt warm 
and comforted. Sitting in that mo-
ment, awestruck, Farrell was con-
fident that he was sitting in the 
presence of God.
After spending much time reflect-
ing over his time of sacred silence 
since then, and the idea of prayers 
being answered in line with God’s di-
vine plan, Farrell realized his prayers 
on that night must have been ex-
actly what God also wanted in that 
moment. And this was something he 
had never quite experienced before.
“It was the first time that what I de-
sired was genuinely in line with what 
God desired,” Farrell said. “Before, I 
would always pray for things that 
maybe weren’t exactly in line with 
God’s will for that specific time in 
my life, even though they were good 
things. So yeah, I would say that was 
the first time that I was asking for the 
right thing, I guess. And I didn’t know 
that going into it, but I can say that 
now in hindsight of it.”
Q: Where do you see value in shar-
ing stories? 
“I think that every story points 
back to the true story of Christ. In 
any story, any thing that has some 
plot, has at least one thing that 
points back to the story of the Bi-
ble. That’s why any of those books 
by C.S. Lewis or ( J.R.) Tolkien or 
G.K. Chesterton are so valuable, be-
cause they’re not allegories where 
it’s like, ‘okay, this person’s going 
to represent God and this person 
represents Jesus,’ they just wrote a 
story. But, in those cases, it’s such 
a good story, that Christ is so evi-
dent in it. Those are the best sto-
ries, the ones where you can clearly 
see Christ. And then relationally, 
you get to know people and know 
their story, and obviously that’s su-
per important.”  — Josh Farrell
echo@taylor.edu
Hannah De Vries‏ @HannahDeVries7
National pancake day has 
given me life because my 
schools student body president 
candidates were giving them 
away #tayloru
Cat Allocco‏ @catallocco
Taylor University—“We don’t 
steal bikes, we just borrow them 
and put them in trees”-Corinne 
Hoffman #tayloru
cassidy drabek‏ @cassidydrabek19 
I just used macroeconomic 
terminology on a real life situation 
that, ironically, has nothing to do 
with economics. I’d say that’s a 
win for the week #tayloru
Rachel Knight‏ @knightbookworm   
I'm finally organizing my desk 
after not having time for around 
a month. I didn't realize so much 
stuff could fit in such a small 
space... #tayloru
Carie King‏ @CarieKing1   
I have developed a new skill this 
semester: dodge the frisbee golf 
players on the loop. #tayloru 
#thesunisshininginupland
Anna Kate‏ @laughingbanAnna
Community at #tayloru means 
texting your best friend's parents 
to check up on them and 
checking the GroupMe for all your 
needs
Becca Robb‏ @becca_robb 
Things I'll never understand: 
People who slip into Chapel at 
10:40 like no one's gonna notice. 
We see you. (But no judgment, 
really.) #tayloru
Emily Rose Little‏ @EmRoseL14
TUCAN becoming TUCANT on a 
night that I need it most  #tayloru
Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana
Hashtag #TaylorU to any 
of your Taylor-related 
tweets to have it featured 
in next week's paper!
HUMANS OF 
TAYLOR U
Tracy Manning: A woman of many roles
A day in the life of Tracy Manning, director of theatre, co-chair and assistant professor  





of God was  
in the Wind
“It was the first time that what I desired was genuinely in line with what God desired,” said freshman Josh Farrell.
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Madman composes music in the attic





Battling depression with free music





Pierce hosts a free concert 
and mental health Q&A
This successful  
film defies the norms
Nashville singer-songwriter, Jon Troast, comes to Upland.
Listen to the live theatrical theatre concert “Beethoven Lives Upstairs.”
6A&E
Imagine you are living a normal 
life as a child in 1820s Vienna and 
your mother decides to rent out the 
spare room upstairs.
The man who moves in appears 
to be completely mad and flies into 
fits of rage with little warning. At 
one point you see him standing 
completely naked and dripping 
wet in his window. He is complete-
ly deaf and plays music late into 
the night. This madman is Ludwig 
van Beethoven.
In the live theatrical theatre con-
cert, “Beethoven Lives Upstairs,” 
young Christoph writes a series of 
letters with concern and annoy-
ance for his new tenant, Mr. Bee-
thoven. His uncle, Kurt, has more 
empathy for the tortured artist and 
responds by saying, “Try to look 
upon this as a bit of an adventure.”
This phenomenal live production 
was born from an educational au-
dio made for children to encourage 
interest in classical music. After ex-
isting solely as an audio recording 
it was made into an Emmy-win-
ning film and finally a live theatri-
cal theatre concert.
The current show is produced 
by Classical Kids Music Educa-
tion, a nonprofit organization 
that aims to share old music with 
young people.
“There have been studies that 
have indicated that listening to 
classical music can help children’s 
listening skills, memory and con-
centration . . . exposing children 
to classical music can ultimately 
could help them remain more 
open-minded a they grow older,” 
said elementary education major 
and junior Kait Bedel.
“Beethoven Lives Upstairs” is a 
welcoming, multimedia production 
you will not want to miss. It delves 
into the idea of how beautiful Bee-
thoven’s music was while he was 
tormented by his deafness.
Whatever level of fan you may 
consider yourself of classical mu-
sic, “Beethoven Lives Upstairs” is 
designed to entertain all audiences. 
So, if you have some interest in or-
chestra music or consider yourself 
Beethoven’s number one fan, this is 
the show for you.
This show is created by Clas-
sical Kids Music Education and 
performed by the Marion Philhar-
monic Orchestra. The first portion 
of this show uses two actors and 
a narrator as well as portions of 
some of Beethoven’s masterpiec-
es, such as “Fur Elise” and “Moon-
light Sonata.”
Freshman Hannah Burden, who 
has been playing the violin since 
four years old, vouches for the im-
portance of classical music.
“Music in general, especially in 
today’s society, has a lot of negative 
messages,” Burden said. “Classical 
music is able to express creativi-
ty and beauty in a just as powerful 
way as music with words.”
Without being exposed to classi-
cal music as a child, Burden does 
not think she would have as much 
of an appreciation for the genre.
“Beethoven Lives Upstairs” will 
be performing this Saturday, March 
3 at 7:30 p.m. in Rediger Auditori-
um. Tickets are $20 for adults, $13 
for students and free for children 
12 and under.
echo@taylor.edu
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Music fights against depression in a 
free concert by Jon Troast followed 
by a mental health discussion pan-
el on March 8 at 7 p.m. at Pierce 
Upland United Methodist Church 
(Pierce UMC).
With the rise of depression, anxi-
ety, and suicide and the church’s close 
proximity to Taylor and Indiana Wes-
leyan, the Rev. Rob Neel and the di-
rector of children’s ministry Kevin 
Duecker, felt this concert would meet 
a need in the community.
A few months ago, three teens com-
mitted suicide within 10 days of each 
other in Grant County. Duecker said 
it breaks his heart and makes him 
wonder what is going on with teens 
these days.
Since its world premiere, Marvel Stu-
dios’ “Black Panther” has slashed its 
way through box office records and 
Hollywood norms.
In 1966, Stan Lee and Jack Kirby cre-
ated Marvel’s first black superhero: 
T’Challa, the Black Panther, king of 
the fictional African nation of Wakan-
da. Since then, the character main-
tained a loyal, if low-profile, following 
among comic fans. But after his big 
screen debut in 2016’s “Captain Amer-
ica: Civil War,” the hero was catapult-
ed to international fame.
Now, T’Challa is king of the world-
wide box office as his own film rakes 
in praise from critics and fans alike. 
The film has also drawn attention as a 
social landmark for Hollywood, with a 
majority black cast, 31-year-old direc-
tor Ryan Coogler (“Fruitvale Station,” 
“Creed”) and Director of Photogra-
phy Rachel Morrison, who this year 
became the first woman director 
of photography to receive an Oscar 
nomination for cinematography.
The film’s success has many hoping 
it will bring lasting change in a film in-
dustry that has long been reluctant to-
ward representation and diversity both 
in front of and behind the camera. 
Junior Abby Gonzalez recalls watch-
ing the Justice League cartoon as a 
child, featuring John Stewart, a black 
architect and Marine, wielding the 
Green Lantern ring alongside his fel-
low heroes. She was then disappoint-
ed upon the release of the 2011 film 
A&E Events
“‘That issue of suicide seems to be on the rise in 
our community,’ Duecker said. ‘It seems like the 
church of all places needs to be a safe place to 
talk about that and be open and honest.’”
Battling depression with free music
starring Ryan Reynolds as a different, 
white, Green Lantern: Hal Jordan.
“I guess Green Lantern isn’t black 
after all,” Gonzalez said. “Represen-
tation is important. If the purpose of 
film is to portray life, we’re missing a 
lot of people, a lot of points of view.”
The success of “Black Panther” 
both as a diverse production and a 
mold-breaking representation of Af-
rican culture has many hoping that 
those days are over. 
“That issue of suicide seems to 
be on the rise in our communi-
ty,” Duecker said. “It seems like the 
church of all places needs to be a safe 
place to talk about that and be open 
and honest.”
According to the Pierce UMC web-
site, the concert environment will 
provide a welcoming environment 
for people of all ages. The discussion 
panel afterward will be made up of 
credentialed counselors who will help 
lead the discussion on mental health.
One of the panelists, Dan Bloss-
er, pastor of adult ministries at Up-
land Community Church, believes the 
audience will benefit from this con-
cert by putting names to faces of lo-
cal practitioners, both mental health 
professionals and pastors.
Blosser also wants people to under-
stand how pastors and mental health 
professionals do different things, but 
work as allies.
“There remain persistent misper-
ceptions about what mental health 
is and how it relates to body and 
soul care,” Blosser said. “Quality 
After seeing the movie, sophomore 
Brandt Maina described how he ap-
preciated it drawing inspiration from 
the positive and modern side of Africa, 
rather than the continent of mud huts 
so often depicted on the big screen. He 
especially enjoyed the film’s score, and 
praised actor Winston Duke’s perfor-
mance, which drew heavily on Nigeri-
an speech and mannerisms to portray 
the isolated rival leader M’Baku.
Taylor film professor Kathy Bruner 
shone a spotlight on the success story 
of a young Coogler, whose career has 
skyrocketed since winning the Sun-
dance Film Festival with “Fruitvale 
Station” in 2013.
“Coogler has much to say and teach 
us about race relations in America,” 
Bruner said. “It’s such a joy to see that 
only five years later, he’s moved from 
a small Indie film to a big budget fea-
ture. Ideally ‘Black Panther’ will be a 
turning point for more diverse direc-
tors, writers and actors in Hollywood.”
Only time will tell if “Black Panther” 
can launch a new, positive trend in 
Hollywood, but as it continues to 
claw through records and all expec-
tations, it gives both artists and audi-
ences reason for hope.
echo@taylor.edu
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conversations with practitioners help 
to educate the public — hopefully 
with the result that people can know 
their options for care without fear.”
Although a lot of people struggling 
with depression may have had nega-
tive church experiences dealing with 
the topic, Duecker hopes this concert 
will help set up a good dialogue for 
people to become informed and gain 
empathy for those who are struggling.
Duecker believes this safe environ-
ment can provide hope and encour-
age people to speak up and develop 
more regular conversations about 
mental health issues.
With suicide numbers climbing, 
Duecker said Christians need show 
love and shine the light. He wants to 
do that in a fun way by combining it 
with a concert and music.
Hopefully, this concert and discus-









I  p ersonal ly 
did not par-
ticipate in the 
conception, 
authoring, de-
sign or  dis-
tr i bution of 
Excalibur, nor 
did I volunteer to write this edito-
rial. I was asked.
I should also clarify that I’m not a 
traditional conservative or liberal. 
With the liberals, I favor increased 
gun control and stiff regulations 
to protect the environment, while 
opposing the death penalty, ex-
cept in extreme cases. At the same 
time, with conservatives, I strong-
ly oppose same-sex marriage out 
of concern for the human rights 
of adopted children, all of whom 
have been born to heterosexual 
birth parents. Also with conser-
vatives, I oppose abortion, except 
when the mother’s life is in dan-
ger, and I strongly favor the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act. 
With regards to the last election, 
I voted for neither Donald Trump 
nor Hillary Clinton, instead writ-
ing in the African-American female 
former Secretary of State, Condo-
leezza Rice — my personal protest, 
if you will.
So what’s my opinion about Excalibur?
Clearly, open forum dialog on the 
crux issues would be a better way. 
Optimal would be something along 
the lines of the faculty forums Tay-
lor once organized with unanimous 
community approval.
Community statements via Twit-
ter, Facebook and email have ev-
idenced a readiness to interpret 
fellow community members in the 
worst possible light. Unsubstan-
tiated alarms are now burdening 
Taylor’s reputation, unnecessari-
ly distracting attention from the 
great things happening here. 
These markers indicate that we 
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“The Echo stands to serve as its namesake: an echo of 
the Taylor community.”
How to address unequal media representation
Editorial Board weighs 
in regarding Excalibur
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Our View
The Echo issues a call to practice convicted civility in light of Excalibur.
Has The Echo 
been biased?
Eric Andrews
Co-Editor in Chief 
Cassidy Grom, 
a senior and 
former Co-Ed-
itor in Chief 
for The Echo 
— and a great 
friend of mine 
— posted on 
her Facebook last week in response 
to Excalibur.
In her post, Grom explained what 
she thought was the reason for Ex-
calibur to go underground: “My 
opinion on why Excalibur went 
underground: Taylor’s Culture (and 
policies) of Censorship.”
Grom is referring to the prior re-
view policy Taylor established in 
order for The Echo’s content to 
be published on The Echo’s web-
site. All of The Echo’s content must 
first be reviewed and approved by 
a university marketing personnel 
member before publication on The 
Echo’s website.
I have a very difficult time agree-
ing this is the reason for Excalibur. 
As a current Editor in Chief of The 
Echo, I can disclose not a single 
story this year has been restricted 
from being published online.
Grom also mentioned a few ex-
amples from last school year of sto-
ries not being approved for online 
publication. If Excalibur held the 
belief the prior review policy was 
the problem, why would Excali-
bur not have happened last year, 
when the policy was a problem like 
Grom mentioned?
It is rather more likely those 
involved with Excalibur feel as 
though their views were not being 
portrayed equally in forums such 
as The Echo.
While on the outside this may ap-
pear to be accurate, I can tell you 
The Echo’s staff has not declined 
to run a single story this school 
year because of political views, ei-
ther those held by the writer or by 
our staff members.
Rather, I’d argue the viewpoint 
of unequal political representa-
tion can be attributed to a lack 
of conservative pieces being sub-
mitted for publication. Each and 
every conservative piece we have 
received this year has been pub-
lished. The viewpoint of unequal 
representation via The Echo can 
be directly linked to the lack of an 
equal amount of content to publish.
The Echo does not believe in 
pushing an agenda of any kind, as 
that is not (and should not be) the 
purpose of news sources. As such, 
The Echo stands to serve as its 
namesake: an echo of the Taylor 
community. This mission has been 
effectively upheld this school year, 
and will continue to do so, in what-
ever way that may be.
So, if the censorship policy and 
culture is not truly the motivation 
for Excalibur, what is?
My belief is certain individuals 
involved with Excalibur felt the 
need to go underground because 
of their opinions not being well-re-
ceived when published in The 
Echo in the fall semester.
If this is the case, Excalibur’s claim 
of The Echo not providing adequate 
means to confront leftist trends is 
frankly ridiculous. The problem does 
not rest in the hands of The Echo. If 
it did, those pieces never would have 
been published. Rather, the so-called 
“problem” falls in the hands of the 
writers who responded in disagree-
ment to those pieces the following 
weeks, which, by the way, is well 
within their rights.
Of course, this is highly ironic. 
When rumored Excalibur members 
published pieces in The Echo last 
semester — with their names at-
tached — and received pushback, 
the pushback was focused on the 
opinions, not the writers. In con-
trast, with the anonymity of Excali-
bur, the focus shifted to the writers, 
rather than the opinions them-
selves — the exact opposite of what 
Excalibur hoped to accomplish.
So, now the ball lies in the court 
of Excalibur’s members. Will they 
“man up” and own their opinions, 
or will they continue to hide be-
hind the proverbial — and again 
ironic — iron curtain? That re-
mains to be seen.
echo@taylor.edu
bear the image of our politically 
polarized, social-media-frenzied 
secular culture. A major takeaway 
from this ordeal is the wisdom of 
refraining from inflated fiction-
al rhetoric.
The silver lining of our predic-
ament is that we have a golden 
opportunity for repentance and 
bipartisan reconciliation for the 
purpose of exemplifying what 
American culture desperately 
needs — an example of intelligent 
people rigorously but respectful-
ly disagreeing with one another in 
pursuit of truth, peace, justice and 
abundant life for all (especially the 
voiceless) — our best effort at ex-
hibiting a kingdom of God ethos 
(Philippians 1:27).
Our strength, of course, is the 
Lord Jesus himself. He’s shown us 
how to live in preparation for citi-
zenship in heaven by calling us to 
exude love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control, humility 
and unprejudiced love for all peo-
ple.  His amazing grace challenges 
us to give one another the benefit 
of the doubt, to critically but pa-
tiently consider opposing views, to 
refrain from caricature and to ab-
stain entirely from blind, venomous 
casting of stones.
God’s costly grace commends us 
to act in compliance with divine 
truth and holy integrity. Jesus, 
Paul and John were all confronta-
tionists, when it came to address-
ing sins traced to false teachings. 
Their words, symbolically, were 
“sharper than any two-edged 
sword,” provoking severe retalia-
tion from religious and secular au-
thorities alike.
God’s grace, Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer’s “The Cost of Discipleship” still 
reminds us, is neither cheap nor 
laissez-faire. It comes at the cost of 
the supreme sacrifice. I trust that 
Excalibur adopted the Arthurian 
symbol of the sword with biblical 
nuance and quoted Edmund Burke 
with noble intent: “There is a lim-
it at which forbearance ceases to 
be a virtue.”
The Lord himself indeed did not 
forbear perversions of truth; nei-
ther should his people. Whatever 
its miscalculations, Excalibur, read 
in accord with its authors’ intents, 
could still generate constructive di-
alogue in the spirit of “convicted 
civility.” Knowing the authors as I 
do, I have confidence in their good-
will toward all. Similarly, I respect 
other voices who feel equally mis-
represented and misunderstood. 
Taylor champions reconciliation. 
This is a kairos moment for exem-
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Freshman Dianne Gabrielsen grapples with the ideas  
presented in Excalibur following its release last Wednesday morning.
How to address unequal media representation
Reconciliation is in the aftermath
Students and faculty respond
Last week, The Echo reported on 
Excalibur, an anonymous publi-
cation distributed across Taylor’s 
campus. This week, we are shar-
ing our thoughts. In this column, 
we will discuss Excalibur in light 
of The Echo’s stance on anonym-
ity and issue a challenge for cam-
pus-wide civility.
Per The Echo’s policy, we do not 
use anonymous writers or sources. 
We see several disadvantages with 
anonymity. In cases where a writer 
at The Echo writes a story and we 
are contacted in regard to either 
an error or a missing perspective, 
we make it a point to listen to the 
reader and correct as necessary.
Anonymity does not provide ad-
equate means of contact. This, in 
turn, robs those with counter in-
sight the space to meet with the 
writer and voice their thoughts. 
Additionally, disclosing writers’ 
identities protects our staff. If a 
writer makes a statement anon-
ymously, speculation leads some 
to wrongly ascribe the views pre-
sented to the whole group or 
can isolate one suspected per-
son rather than considering the 
full circumstance.
In this way, we think the execu-
tion of Excalibur misses the mark. 
We support the sharing of ideas, as 
we are a newspaper and include 
an Opinions section, with which 
we do not turn opinions away. Ex-
calibur, though not a newspaper, 
addresses important topics wor-
thy of dialogue, no matter what 
conclusion one makes. Howev-
er, we believe the ability to ad-
dress a person rather than a paper 
is important.
We challenge the writers of Ex-
calibur to take this opportunity to 
not only make themselves known, 
but to invite dialogue with civil-
ity rather than a perceived tone 
of religious superiority. And that 
includes here. Should the writ-
ers of Excalibur feel the need to 
address The Echo, they have the 
freedom to do so on the Opinions 
page should they choose to reveal 
their identities.
We also challenge the Taylor 
community to consider their re-
actions. We see the name-calling 
that occurs to the few rather than 
realizing that one or two people do 
not represent a whole group. We 
challenge the campus communi-
ty to avoid name-calling in an in-
terrogatory manner and rather to 
address the individuals they would 
like to talk with directly. We have 
seen this in the reaction to Excal-
ibur and believe this is an improp-
er response.
Last year’s chapel theme, “con-
victed civility,” laid the framework 
for proper discourse in Christian 
community. The execution of and 
reaction to Excalibur, we believe, 
fails to exhibit this civility. In-
stead, maybe some writers felt the 
reaction was far from what they 
envisioned. 
Some community members felt 
hurt or angry. Some felt Excalibur 
distracted from other concerns 
and excluded other important 
narratives on campus. Some care 
only about the names of the peo-
ple behind Excalibur for interest’s 
sake. Some are tired and frustrat-
ed with debate. Some didn’t even 
pick up Excalibur to begin with. 
Whoever has encountered Excal-
ibur and whatever their thoughts 
toward it ,  one thing we ask: 
open conversation.
Let’s not make this an opportu-
nity for backlashing. Let’s make 
this an opportunity for healing. 
Since shock and hurt were the re-
action of some, that is a reaction 
warranting conversation and rec-
onciliation. If anything, we feel 
this shows the writers and those 
who reacted both felt Taylor was 
not a safe space to have these con-
versations by any other means.
If we are a university committed 
to create “safe spaces” for conver-
sation and relationship, Excali-
bur should never have had to take 
place. Nor should there exist emo-
tional charge surrounding it. Let’s 
address this hurt in the open and 
truly commit to creating a safe 
space for all in our community.
The opinions expressed in Our 
View columns ref lect the views 
of The Echo Editorial Board , 






Sonya Downing, Carson 





that’s a dumb 
word. It ’s  a 
word that puts 
crucial biblical 
truths on par 
with a wall across the Mexican border. 
It’s a word that squeezes the Ameri-
can Dream somewhere into the Great 
Commission. It’s a word that conser-
vatives on campus should redefine.
Thanks to Excalibur, campus has 
erupted with opinions on “conserva-
tism.” As conservatives, but more im-
portantly, as Christians, my co-writers 




Excalibur’s faults are not lost on us.
— It approached sensitive subjects in 
an intellectual but vague way
— It caused confusion and anger 
through its tone
— It had questionable distribution 
choices (possible targeting of cer-
tain students)
— It perpetuated a false dichotomy of 
“conservatives” and “liberals”
Notwithstanding its errors, we 
agree with Excalibur’s core concepts.
 
Sonya Downing
So, what are Excalibur’s core con-
cepts? The most important one is the 
Imago Dei, a biblical belief that hap-
pens to make us fit in the “conserva-
tive” box more than the “liberal” one. 
8
Letters-to-the-editor
The water is boiling over
Zack Carter 
Faculty Contributor  
One day, Bar-
ney the frog 
wandered from 
the safety of his 
pond. Hopping 
his way up to 
a conveniently 
propped open 
screen door of an old farmhouse, into 
the kitchen and onto a stove where he 
found himself next to a pot of water. 
The pot extended luke-warm greet-
ings, inviting him in. Barney agreed 
and began enjoying his new ecosys-
tem. Time went by, and the water 
heated up. However, Barney didn’t no-
tice this slow increase in temperature, 
as his body naturally adapted. Soon 
after, the water bubbled, and though 
he was warm, Barney didn’t move. 
You know what happens to Barney.
Cultural progressivism, left unmon-
itored, can discreetly turn a simmer 
into a boil, cultivating moral liber-
alism and theological fallacy in the 
Christian mind. Faith by itself, unac-
companied by action, is dead (James 
2:17). I fail as your professor to disci-
ple behavioral truth and boundaries 
if the sword remains in stone.
As a social psychologist and a fer-
vent weight-lifting enthusiast, I’ve seen 
a rapid increase in objectification and 
self-objectification boiling over into so-
cial media and even our own campus.
Philippians 4:13 and 1 Corinthians 6:19 
are popular go-to verses for Christian fit-
ness enthusiasts. They’re often chosen 
with good intentions, and developed 
into slogans like “Bodies for Christ” as a 
means to promote Biblical stewardship 
of the body. However, good intentions to 
simply foster a healthy body can quickly 
transcend to self-adoration, distorting 
view of self and other.
We’re called to die daily to self (John 
3:3-7), boast only through Christ (Gal. 
6:14), edify others through behavior 
(1 Cor. 10: 23-24) and counter cul-
ture (Rom. 12:2). Culture insists on 
self-promotion to further individuali-
ty, while the Gospel insists on self-de-
motion to foster Christianity.
Progressivism often lashes out 
nonsensically, exhausting words like 
shame and repression, to veil indi-
vidual behavioral responsibility; for 
instance, the provocative gym selfie 
posted with Scripture, endorphin-lad-
en egotism, visual abuse and sexual-
ized clothing marketed as fitness and 
leisure. Beyond the gym, the cancer 
of self-promotion, objectification and 
unconscious exploitation has spread.
Instagram, for instance, is called 
the new pornography. Men and wom-
en shamelessly post self-objectifying 
photographs. Body-image disorders, 
anxiety, depression, low-self-esteem 
and comparison issues are the ob-
jectifying implicit responses elicited.
Massive implicit association tests 
in psychology repeatedly confirm 
heart-breaking objectification dif-
ferences between genders. For exam-
ple, when both genders are presented 
with brief images of women wear-
ing “form-fitting fitness” or “scanti-
ly-clad” clothing, male participants 
repetitively implicitly sexually objec-
tify the female body, while females 
repetitively implicitly self-compare.
Science confirms our responsibil-
ity to consciously manage nonver-
bal behaviors. Unfortunately, a fallen 
world denies behavioral management 
responsibility. Sadly, many Christians 
find difficulty accepting truths requir-
ing them to surrender conditioned, 
comfortable freedoms.
The multi-billion-dollar industry of 
pornography and the pornographic 
element creeping into social media 
are both largely fueling the even larg-
er sex traffic industry, thriving on the 
naïve slow-boiling cultural lie sold to 
you: “My self-behavioral management 
is inconsequential, the world is too 
fallen, thus, I’ll just conform.”
You are your brothers’ and sisters’ 
keeper. With your eyes, wardrobe dis-
cernment and even your fitness be-
havior, you are called to live above 
reproach. What keeps me awake at 
night is the thought that on and off 
campus, you naïvely disregard your 
counter-culture responsibility, dis-
counting boundaries to guard your 
heart, as you enter into a pornograph-
ic, sex-trafficked, objectifying fallen 
world that adamantly resists dual re-
sponsibility of respect.
The unsheathed sword should en-
courage you to combat cultural injus-
tice on the self. You should forgo asking, 
“What are my behavioral freedoms 
I’m permitted to exercise because I’m 
saved by Jesus?” and instead, eagerly 
pursue, “Because I’ve been saved, what 
behavioral freedoms can I sacrifice to 
show others Jesus?” (Gal. 5:13-14).
echo@taylor.edu
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Students and faculty respond
A conservative response to Excalibur
Among other things, we are . . .
— Pro-life
— Against euthanasia and physician- 
assisted suicide
— Believers in young earth creationism
— Opposed to calling animals equal to 
humans in value
— Duty-bound to help the poor and 
disabled
Regardless of where we stand on 
these issues, they impact our lives and 




though we may 
not like hearing 
them, are true. 
If we want to 
be better Chris-
tians, we must 
always be open to the Bible. That goes 
for liberals, conservatives and every-
one else. It’s dangerous to only take 
the things you agree with and leave 
the rest. As St. Augustine said, “If you 
believe what you like in the gospels, 
and reject what you don’t like, it’s not 
the gospel you believe, but yourself.”
Comparing ideas to Scripture re-
quires understanding them first. 
Unfortunately, the actual ideas Ex-
calibur expressed have been large-
ly ignored in favor of attacking their 
methodology. This has accomplished 
nothing, and we believe the student 
body needs to shift into construc-
tive discussion.
Jakob Miller, a professor in Taylor’s 
political science department, agrees. 
“Perhaps the most worrying (reaction 
on campus) is the lack of intellectual 
argument and engagement, from all 
sides. The newsletter rapidly seemed 
to become a focus for group conflict, 




Zack Carter, a 
Taylor commu-
nication pro-
fessor,  says, 
“I believe this 
conversation is 
needed, and there’s a way to commu-
nicate with grace, to come to the table, 
both sides, not with animosity.” What 
is that way? Thomas Jones, the chair 
of Taylor’s history, global and political 
studies department, believes we must 
begin conversations by “see(ing) those 
with whom we are speaking as persons 
who are loved deeply by God.” This is 
hard to do in a fallen world, but we 
won’t progress unless we do.
Okay, that’s a good start, but what 
next? Miller explains that, before we 
say anything, we should ask ourselves 
why we’re saying it — i.e. whether our 
intentions are selfish or not. By doing 
so, we can hurt less and heal more.
 
Tim Pietz
What if Taylor students prayerful-
ly engaged with those they disagree 
with? What if we started two-way 
conversations, rather than one-way 
cries of frustration? What if all Chris-
tians lifted the sword of the Spirit to-
gether, rather than pointing Excalibur 
at each other?
The reason Excalibur hid under-
ground was fear. The reason many 
reacted so strongly to it was fear. 
Second Timothy 1:7 states “. . . God 
has not given us a spirit of fear, but 
of power and of love and of a sound 





Bible was written to a collectivist 
culture. Let us be willing to learn 
from other peoples and ideologies, 
for they might be better reflecting 
God’s Word.
I ask you to clarify what you 
mean by justice, what the Bible 
says of justice and how the United 
States should be defining it. I ask 
all of us to be willing enough to 
hear out the other side and to not 
condemn others for being in a dif-
ferent place on our respective jour-
neys. Let the discussion continue.
Amanda Fleischmann
Junior
conversation in the limitations 
it placed on those who disagree 
with it. I am frustrated in your 
claim that those who are fight-
ing for social justice are essential-
ly heretics by misusing John 10. I 
am frustrated you seemed to miss 
the impact your words would have 
on those who feel they are on the 
wrong side of “justice.” I am frus-
trated with your misconception 
that the U.S. has done justice bet-
ter than anyone else and not see a 
need always to be better. Let us re-
member that Western is not equiv-
ocal to God, for Western thought is 
rooted in individualism, while the 
I am white. I grew up in a conserva-
tive home; however, I try to solely 
rely on what God says regarding is-
sues, not what any particular party 
tells me I should believe. I am on a 
journey, as we all should be to find 
what is good, true and beautiful and 
to live accordingly. I am doing this 
to put my name down on what I be-
lieve and to admit that I do not have 
it all figured out. To have a conver-
sation about what we believe in, we 
have to be vulnerable enough to put 
ourselves into the equation.
I am frustrated in the way in 
which your presentation (Ex-
calibur) hindered constructive 
This week, much has been said 
about Excalibur’s anonymity. Pres-
ident P. Lowell Haines even formally 
denounced it. I worry, though, that 
many only find fault in this secrecy 
and are missing the dangerous ig-
norance of Excalibur’s arguments.
In “The Shepherd’s Voice,” an 
anonymous writer decried social 
justice by appealing to a “classic 
Western concept of justice.” The 
irony is incredible. This system of 
justice is exactly the force social jus-
tice causes have fought for centuries 
to expose.
What Western justice is being ap-
pealed to?
The justice that codified kidnap-
ping, chattel slavery and rape for 
centuries? The justice that nor-
malized segregation? The justice 
that met peaceful civil rights pro-
tests with firehoses and clubs? The 
justice that disproportionately tar-
gets, arrests and sentences African 
Americans? The justice that until 
decades ago would have branded 
me and my black girlfriend crimi-
nals for loving each other? The vig-
ilante justice that members of our 
parents’ generation used to terror-
ize and murder African Americans?
Or maybe the justice our found-
ing fathers wrote into our Consti-
tution — that black slaves counted 
as “three fifths of all other persons.”
Excalibur claims our country has 
provided more freedom for minori-
ties than any other. This is categori-
cally false. The struggle for equality 
is old and bloody as American his-
tory. It continues today — for ethnic 
minorities, the LGBTQ community 
and others.
Whatever Excalibur’s intent, its 
arguments whitewash America’s 
darkest sins. This, not anonymity, 
is Excalibur’s great failure and cow-
ardice. It deeply hurts me to hear 
my peers giving these disingenuous 
ideas equal — or elevated — mor-
al and intellectual footing with the 
truth of racial injustice in America.
Taylor must shun Excalibur — not 
to silence other legitimate, honest, 
conservative voices, but because 
our nation will never achieve full 
justice, reconciliation and love un-
til we refuse to be blind to a past 
tainted by human evil.
Josh Henreckson
Junior
To the “Conservative Underground” 
at Taylor,
As a conservative/libertarian, I 
am pleased that you are voicing your 
concerns. I hope that you envision 
yourself becoming an effective advo-
cate for limited government.
College is a time for sharpening 
your skills. Proverbs tells us that 
iron sharpens iron, so man sharpens 
man. You will likely become more ef-
fective advocates for conservative 
ideals and limited government if you 
listen to the criticism that will result 
if you advocate unpopular views. 
This process will be much less effec-
tive if you remain anonymous.
Come by my office in Euler 122 
— I would like to meet you and en-
courage you as you seek to stem the 
current societal slouch toward ev-
er-increasing government control 
of our lives.
Douglas Oliver
Visiting Associate Professor of 
Mathematics
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“The western conservative view has seldom at any 
point in history lived up to its own ideal in terms of 
social justice . . .”
What Excalibur says about our campus culture
Students and faculty respond




This past week 
an anonymous 
publication 





and has thus brought forth much 
debate and controversy.
In Excalibur, there are argu-
able positives which an individual 
Christian can agree upon regard-
ing the overall message that there 
is a common consensus of doc-
trinal beliefs (such as those rep-
resented by the Apostle’s Creed, 
Nicene Creed and other ecumen-
ical Christian creeds). There is a 
common good that is being done 
because of Excalibur. Some of the 
right conversations are now be-
ing had, understanding is being 
achieved and people’s voices are 
being heard in the midst of all the 
turmoil and confusion.
But, certain positions were 
brought forth and undertaken in 
the name of “Western conservative 
political thought,” and the Bible was 
used as a reference point — or, shall 
I be bold and say it was used as a 
“weapon” — to illustrate arguments 
on issues pertaining to social justice 
and race relations. We simply can-
not use our own political posture to 
draw the basis for commonly held 
Christian beliefs and attempt to dis-
miss any opposing views as “false” 
and or adhering to “false teach-
ings.” The results of such thinking 
has already been tried in American 
history and the results are still in 
effect today.
In an interview with the Marion 
(Indiana) Chronicle-Tribune, assis-
tant professor of theology Andrew 
Draper stated, “the letter seemed 
to suggest critical race theory and 
social justice thought are not drawn 
from Christian thought. Such topics 
of social justice are at the forefront 
of the Christianity’s tenets and to 
be dismissive of them is leading to-
wards incorrect assertions.”
Many people can see the histo-
ry of western notions of social jus-
tice and its foundations and speak 
of its flawed and broken remedies 
when it comes to these topics. The 
western conservative view has sel-
dom at any point in history lived 
up to its own ideal in terms of so-
cial justice, and to go from one ex-
treme to another is a lofty stretch 
to say the least.
Holding these principles of 
governance to such a universal-
ly high position of authority and 
utilizing Scripture to support only 
these claims is inaccurate, con-
troversial and disrespectful to the 
faith of those who aren’t conser-
vatively western in their think-
ing. Alas, the problem does not 
exist in Excalibur’s viewpoint, but 
the problem exists within holding 
this ideology to the highest de-
gree of dealing with justice and 
that any other method is untrue 
and sheer heresy.
Nonetheless, the freedom of 
speech is arguably one of the great-





My nam e i s 
Nick Dennig, 
and I support 
Excalibur. 
I am a Chris-
t i a n  w h o  i s 
also a conser-
vative, and I 
affirm the theological and mor-
al-social positions articulated 
in the first section of the article 
by Excalibur. I believe the posi-
tions in the article are support-
ed biblically and through church 
tradition. The sanctity of life, a 
creationist worldview, traditional 
marriage among other issues and 
stances are supported through-
out scripture.
I want to highlight Excalibur’s 
understanding of the Imago Dei 
and its importance to any conver-
sation we enter into. Seeing oth-
ers who are different than us as 
image bearers completely chang-
es the way we enter conversations. 
As Excalibur emphasizes, there 
is common ground to be had by 
Christians on both sides of the 
aisle if we all acknowledge that 
every human being, born and un-
born, is created in the image of 
God. I believe Excalibur does an 
excellent job of allowing the Imago 
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Dei to serve as a foundation to 
their viewpoints.
Beth Felker Jones and Jeffery W. 
Barbeau emphasize the impor-
tance of the humans bearing the 
image of God in their book “The 
Image of God in an Image Driven 
Age: Explorations in Theological 
Anthropology” and say, “Begin-
ning with the conviction that the 
doctrine of the image of God (of-
ten written using the Latin Imago 
Dei) offers truth and health in a 
culture inundated with images . . .” 
(Page 12). Our society has distort-
ed images of those that disagree 
with us because of our clickbait, 
social-media-driven culture.
Rather, we should see others 
as created in the image of God; 
our conversations have a starting 
point when we do this. I, as a con-
servative, immediately respect and 
desire to hear what others have to 
say because of the Imago Dei. Do 
I act in this way perfectly? Abso-
lutely not. Am I a broken and fall-
en individual who has so much to 
learn and grow in? Yes I am. But 
I believe that the Imago Dei can 
bring us to a point of entering into 
conversations on hard issues.
Secondly, we should strive to 
have open-mindedness when it 
comes to these issues. Profes-
sor of philosophy and religion 
Jim Spiegel, in the article, “Open 
Mindedness and Intellectual Hu-
mility,” says, “The open minded 
person tends to be more irenic 
less dogmatic than those who 
are closed-minded,” (Page 35). 
Open-mindedness is a virtue we 
have been afforded here at Taylor, 
and people on both sides should 
steward it well.
The one criticism of Excalibur 
I agree with is that I do not think 
it should be anonymous. I believe 
the reasonable positions artic-
ulated by Excalibur should have 
names next to them. As a sup-
porter of Excalibur, I want to en-
gage in conversations with those 
who disagree with me and learn 
from them.
I do want to know your posi-
tions about these topics, but I care 
much more about your story. I be-
lieve if we enter into conversations 
seeing the person sitting across 
from us as an image bearer with a 
unique and handcrafted story by 
a God who loves unconditional-
ly, our conversations will be more 
honest, more heartbreaking, more 
difficult and more rewarding. It is 
in these moments where we can 
see how the person sitting next to 
us is uniquely created by God.
Many believe that those on the 
right do not want to engage in 
these conversations for a pletho-
ra of reasons. But I have seen and 
know there are many conserva-
tives on this campus who want to 
talk about these issues in thought-
ful and meaningful ways.
My name is Nick Dennig, I sup-
port Excalibur, and I want to hear 
your story.
echo@taylor.edu
whilst living in America; howev-
er, the methodology and means by 
which we portray and carry out the 
distribution of our thoughts must 
be done so carefully and under the 
highest level of correctness to en-
sure individuals are not targeted, as 
was done by the circulation of Ex-
calibur newsletters.
The question that must be asked 
here is considerable. Why do the 
members of Excalibur feel the urge 
to go underground to be heard? 
Alan Blanchard, associate professor 
of journalism and adviser for The 
Echo claimed that if, “those asso-
ciated with Excalibur approached 
the student newspaper wanting to 
publish some sort of piece it would 
have been welcomed.”
Is this campus environment one 
where individuals can freely voice 
their opinions and deepest heart-
felt convictions? In the words of 
our president, P. Lowell Haines, “We 
must engage ideas on their merit, 
and be willing to risk offense for the 
sake of truth.”
We as Taylor University faculty, 
staff and students must continual-
ly strive to foster a community in 
which groups and individuals don’t 
need to revert to anonymity to share 
their deepest views.
echo@taylor.edu
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Zahra, a Syrian refugee in Azraq, Northern Jordan represents  
just one of the 2.6 million Syrian children refugees worldwide.
Why I am in support of Excalibur
A cry for mercy from Syria
Rebel camp in  




s i n c e  2 0 1 3 , 
Eastern Ghou-
ta is current-
ly  su f fe r i n g 




Eastern Ghouta is the last reb-
el stronghold in Damascus and is 
currently controlled by two main 
rebel factions, Faylaq al-Rahman 
and Jaysh al-Sham. In response, it 
has become the focus of a fierce of-
fensive by Syrian president Bashar 
al-Assad’s forces.
In the midst of the crossfire lie 
400,000 civilians. In the last eight 
days, 500 people have been killed, 
including 120 children and 2,500 in-
jured, according to the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights.
For civilians and displaced peo-
ples residing in Eastern Ghouta, 
the U.N. has called the situation in 
the enclave “hell on earth.”  Two 
hundred seventy-two thousand five 
hundred inhabitants are in need of 
humanitarian assistance, the ma-
jority of whom are children. Be-
fore the severe shelling, the Syrian 
government dropped fliers over 
Eastern Ghouta telling civilians 
to leave the area, but safe passage 
is far from guaranteed. Civilians 
must cross land mines, sniper fire 
and the aggressive and unpredict-
able behavior of both government 
and rebel forces in order to flee the 
contested area.
According to International Ra-
dio Network (IRN), there have 
been 24 attacks on hospitals, clin-
ics and Red Crescent centers since 
Feb. 18, reducing already limited 
health care.
After 78 days without any hu-
manitarian aid access to East Gh-
outa, on Feb. 15, an inter-agency 
convoy of the U.N. and the Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent delivered aid to 
7,200 people in a neighborhood of 
Eastern Ghouta. Although miracu-
lous, the people reached represent 
only 2.6 percent of the total suffer-
ing population.
Malnutrition and starvation 
have been documented. Accord-
ing to Reach Resource Centre, a 
bag of flat bread, which is a staple 
food in Syria, now costs 94 Syri-
an pounds in Damascus but 1,500 
Syrian pounds in Eastern Ghouta.
A Syrian refugee from Homs, cur-
rently residing in Northern Jordan, 
remembers Ghouta as an up-and-
coming suburb.
“My grandfather’s brother lived 
on the outskirts of Ghouta,” the ref-
ugee said. “I remember my grandfa-
ther telling me about the harvest of 
watermelons; he would go and help 
cart away piles and piles of them. 
It breaks my heart to see what is 
happening there now.”
On Feb. 24, the U.N. called for a 
30-day ceasefire in Syria. U.N. Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres 
called for its immediate imple-
mentation. However, the Syrian 
government did not cease their 
ground and air offensive, continu-
ing what they call Operation Da-
mascus Steel.
On Feb. 16, the U.N. Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs issued a report saying, “We 
repeat our call for an urgently re-
quired one-month cessation of hos-
tilities. We will continue appealing 
for access to all those in need, and 
remind those responsible of their 
obligation to grant it under inter-
national humanitarian law.”
echo@taylor.edu
“. . . were it left to me to decide whether we 
should have a government without newspapers or 
newspapers without a government, I should not 
hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”
- Thomas Jefferson
Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons
Syrian rebel fighters walk a street in ruin near Ghouta, in Damascus, Syria.
Photograph by Riley Hochstetler
The publication of Excalibur raises some  
interesting questions we ought to grapple with.
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Hope filled the women’s basketball 
team this Monday as the No. 18 Tro-
jans headed to Indianapolis to face 
the No. 5 Marian Knights in the Cross-
roads League Championship game. 
The battle was tough, but in the end, 
the Knights ended up on top by the 
score of 62–55.
Junior forward Kendall Bradbury 
led the team in points with 17, well be-
low her season average of 23.5 points 
per game. Senior forward Cassidy 
Wyse came close to achieving a dou-
ble-double, as she contributed nine 
points and nine rebounds.
Heading into the fourth quarter, 
the game was tied at 48. The Knights 
quickly scored six unanswered points, 
and the Trojans never recovered.
“We did not take good shots and gave 
up too many easy looks for Marian,” 
said senior guard Josie Cobb. “We did 
not have urgency when we needed to.”
The Trojans end up losing the se-
ries against Marian this year, as they 
have gone 0–3 against the Knights. A 
highlight of the game was Wyse join-
ing Taylor’s 1,500-point club. She now 
is the 10th person in Taylor’s women’s 
basketball history to reach 1,500 points.
Additionally, Bradbury, Cobb and 
Wyse were all named to the All-Cross-
roads League team this Wednesday. 
Bradbury made the All-Crossroads 
League first team, while Wyse made 
the All-Crossroads League second 
team and Cobb made the All-Cross-
roads League third team.
Bradbury is averaging a dou-
ble-double this season, with 23.5 
points per game and 10.2 rebounds 
per game. Cobb is averaging 10.7 
points per game and 4.8 rebounds per 
game. Wyse is averaging 13.5 points 
per game and 6.2 rebounds per game.
Even though the Trojans lost in 
the Crossroads League Champion-
ship game, the letdown was quickly 
turned to hope, as the announcement 
was made Wednesday they will head 
to Sioux City, Iowa, to compete in the 
NAIA Division II National Champion-
ship Tournament.
“I always have an expectation that 
my teams will compete to be their 
best which then gives them an op-
portunity to be one of the top teams 
in the conference,” said head coach 
Jody Martinez. “Once we got into De-
cember, then I knew this team was go-
ing to make a run for the tournament.”
The fourth-seed Trojans were 
placed in the Liston bracket and will 
face off against fifth-seed Northwest 
Christian Wednesday at 2:45 p.m. 
This is Northwest Christian’s first ap-
pearance in the tournament.
The seniors on the team have nev-
er gone to the National Tournament, 
so the chance to experience this is ex-
tremely meaningful.
“It is an amazing feeling knowing that 
all of our hard work has finally paid off,” 
Wyse said. “Throughout my four years 
there have been a lot of ups and downs 
so it is a great way to end my career on 
a high note with a trip to Iowa.”
The farthest the Trojans have gone in 
the tournament is the Elite Eight back 
in 2007. Taylor’s last appearance in the 
tournament was back in 2010; however, 
they lost in the first round against Ce-
darville by the score of 75–50.
The 2017–18 tournament will official-
ly begin on March 7, and the champion-
ship game will be held on March 13. The 
Trojans enter the Tournament with an 
all-time record of 3–6 in the NAIA DII 
National Championship Tournament.
echo@taylor.edu
Trojans ready for a successful season
Men’s and women’s golf 
begin spring season soon
Matt Csakai
Staff Writer
The men’s and women’s golf teams 
are getting back in action shortly, and 
they are ready and raring to go. To get 
ready for the season, both teams have 
focused on chasing their dreams of 
repeating as conference champions.
The teams have read the book 
“Chase the Lion” by Mark Batterson, 
which talks about how one needs to 
have a growth mindset in everything 
that one does.
“In this game, you can look like a 
fool easily, but failure is okay and a 
part of growth,” said men’s and wom-
en’s head coach Cam Andry. “It either 
tells you you’re not good enough, or 
not good enough yet.”
Both teams have the lofty goal of 
not only wanting to repeat as confer-
ence champions, but also wanting to 
go to and win at nationals.
According to Dutkowski, the team 
goal is to play hard, get better every-
day and get to a place where they are 
always in contention on the back nine.
The men’s spring season started 
this week, as they went down to San 
Antonio for the San Antonio Shootout, 
taking 4th place out of 14 teams. The 
season ramps up in late March, start-
ing March 23, so practicing and meet-
ings will go on from now until then.
The women’s spring season begins 
the same day, playing in Noblesville, 
Indiana, in the Purgatory Intercol-
legiate Tournament. Senior Grace 
Elenbaas said both teams have been 
practicing often and meeting every 
Tuesday and Thursday.
Even with this preparation, there 
Junior Elizabeth Jackson and senior Mitch Lamping hope to win nationals this year.
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Women’s basketball headed to Iowa
Photograph by Brad Timmerman
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is still work that needs to be done for 
this spring season.
“We need to get acclimated to a dif-
ferent season entirely from the fall one; 
we have to be prepared for some rainy, 
cold weather and need to shake off the 
rust from the winter,” Andry said.
Elenbaas and Dutkowski both 
raved about how well their teams play 
together, as well as how well they get 
along off the course.
Dutkowski emphasized how the 
team does not have one particular 
leader, and the team feeds off each 
other not only during play but in their 
personal lives as well.
According to Dutkowski, their one 
freshman this year fits in well with the 
other guys in the program. The wom-
en’s team, on the other hand, have five 
freshmen this year, and all are big con-
tributors already in their careers.
“They have good golf technique, good 
Junior guard Lacey Garrett and the women’s basketball team will head to Sioux City, Iowa.
Softball is raising the expectations for the 2018 season 
Trojans look to improve 
on last season’s success
Andrew Nevins
Staff Writer
As the air becomes warmer and jack-
ets become lighter on Taylor’s campus, 
the transition from winter to spring sig-
nals the start of softball season. For this 
year’s team, the bar has been set even 
higher than it was for last season’s team.
A second-place finish in the Cross-
roads League and a trip to the NAIA Na-
tional Tournament was certainly not 
a failure for the 2017 squad. However, 
this season, the goal is much loftier.
“I think tasting that was so different 
because last year people told us, ‘You 
can go to the tournament,’ ‘You can do 
this,’ ‘You can go to the World Series,’ 
and we didn’t really think that was 
possible,” said senior first baseman 
Davis Carter. “Now that we’ve tasted 
that, it’s definitely something we’re 
driving for; we don’t want to stop at 
the national tournament; we want 
to make it all the way to the Worlds, 
and so it’s just like tasting that little bit 
causes you to have more motivation.”
In order to improve on last year’s 
success, team chemistry seems to be 
the focus.
Carter believes if they do not love 
each other well, then they will not win 
as many games. She wants to contin-
ually love the teammates around her.
“(Head coach Brad Bowser) always 
talks about living in freedom,” added 
junior second basemen Hannah Cas-
tor. “I buy into that because we’ve been 
playing softball our entire lives, so just 
go out there and gel in everything we 
do, and then those little things will turn 
into better things in the tournament.”
The Trojans started the season off 
right when they faced Union College in 
Kentucky last weekend. They won both 
games by a combined score of 17–3.
Carter believes the two games 
against Union were a great way to 
prepare for the tougher stretches of 
the season.
“Our coaches throw to us, but once 
you get into a game, it takes on a dif-
ferent standpoint, so I think just seeing 
that live pitching, and we did really well 
for our first weekend out; I think it’s just 
gonna build from there,” Carter said.
Castor thinks the games in Ken-
tucky are indicative of how successful 
the team can be this season. She is op-
timistic that getting those two games 
out of the way helped everyone calm 
down and realize they are ready, and 
that if they play like that every game, 
they will be very successful.
Bowser said his squad played a 
team they should beat and did the 
little things necessary to get the job 
done. Despite the hot start, Bowser 
cautioned that it’s a long season, and 
there is still a lot the team can contin-
ue to grow in. He said he wants to see 
his team grow and become better each 
day, and the goal is to be better at the 
end of the season than they are now.
Bowser continued by saying games 
are a byproduct of the way the team 
practices and how hard they work. 
The team knows games are proof of 
the effort they give during the week 
and are ready to show the country 
how hard they have been working.
“We’ve already, from the begin-
ning, been doing the little things 
right, and we’re gonna just explode, I 
think, when we start playing regularly,” 
Photograph provided by Fayth Glock
The softball team this year expects  
to make it the World Series this year.
“Carter believes if they do not love each other 
well, then they will not win as many games. 
She wants to continually love the teammates 
around her.”
Softball is raising the expectations for the 
2018 season
Ivanhoes is proud to sponsor the echo’s Athletes of the Week!MexicAn
golf knowledge and leadership,” Elen-
baas said. “They’re really great people, 
and they fit in as a team so well.”
Even more important than their 
play, they have to focus even more 
on things outside of the game of golf.
Andry said the team wants to first 
love the Lord, then love each other as 
teammates, then love the game.
This is how they plan to play this 
season: with more focus on caring 
about each other than caring about 
the game. This will still be important, 
though, as their goals of play are not 
small; to go to nationals and compete 
is a high goal to achieve, but with their 
hard work, they can accomplish this.
echo@taylor.edu
Carter said. “So, I think it’s just about 
putting the pieces together and con-
tinuing to work through those things.”
The Trojans continue their season 
with a double-header against the Uni-
versity of Rio Grande on Saturday at 
3:00 p.m. on Gudakunst Field.
echo@taylor.edu
